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council; for the Peshwa's government was in no
condition to enforce any part of his claims, except
by means of the British ; and the main-spring of
his intrigues with the faction opposed to Gungad-
hur was, the hope held out to them of granting in
their favour better terms of settlement, than Gun-
gadhur could obtain by our arbitration. The
Resident having now made the Peshwa's abandon-
ment of all pretension of right to interfere with
the Gykwar a condition of his exerting the British
influence to obtain any thing from the present
ministry of Brodera, while Bajee Rao firmly per-
sisted in the resolution not to renounce the pre-
tension, this posture of affairs reversed the case,
so as to give Gungadhur a decided advantage: for
he -was at liberty either to join in insisting on the
renunciation as a preliminary, and thus evade pay-
ment of any thing; or, by tendering a proposition
for a separate adjustment on moderate terms, to
save Bajee Rao from the supposed humiliation of
publicly conceding the right to interfere. Every
device was put in practice to induce Mr. Elphin-
stone to abandon this ground; but having once
assumed it, and being sensible that, with a view
to the maintenance of our existing influence and
relations with the Gykwar, the right of a third
power to interfere could on no account whatever
be recognised, it was of course out of the question
that he should recede. The consequence was,